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Crystal Data: Orthorhombic. Point Group: n.d. Fibrous along [010]; asbestiform.

Physical Properties: Hardness = 2.5 (?) D(meas.) = »2.55 D(calc.) = [2.56]

Optical Properties: Semitransparent. Color: Yellow, white, gray, green [for chrysotile].
Luster: Silky in aggregates.
Optical Class: [Biaxial.] ® = 1.532{1.549 [for chrysotile]. ¯ = n.d. ° = 1.545{1.556
2V(meas.) = n.d.

Cell Data: Space Group: n.d. a = 5.3 b = 9.24(2) c = 14.7(1) Z = [4]

X-ray Powder Pattern: n.d.

Chemistry: Compositional data is lacking.

Polymorphism & Series: Antigorite, clinochrysotile, lizardite, and orthochrysotile are
polymorphs.

Mineral Group: Kaolinite-serpentine group.

Occurrence: A minor component of many serpentines.

Association: Clinochrysotile, orthochrysotile.

Distribution: Widespread, probably, but requires careful characterization. From the Je®rey
mine, Asbestos, Quebec, Canada. At Shabani, Zimbabwe.

Name: From the Greek para, for near, and chrysotile from golden and ¯ber.

Type Material: n.d.
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